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There has been little detail about the development that Mr Swinney has mentioned 
on the development of a national digital school, which I understand is based on an 
enhancement of the e-Sgoil platform.   

Can Mr Swinney expand on:   

- How much funding has been provided to an expansion of e-Sgoil? 

- What format will the national digital school take ... will this be in the form of live 
lessons delivered by teachers, or simply resources for parents to download and print 
at home? Mr Swinney will be aware of the absence of teachers from childrens lives 
throughout lockdown, and live, regularly timed daily lessons would be hugely 
beneficial. 

- How is the platform being staffed? Are there teachers seconded to this project who 
are developing lessons over the summer? Will they remain with the project 
throughout? 

- How will parents access the platform? Is this open and online, accessed through 
Glow, or will schools provide access through another platform? YouTube would be 
the preferable open broadcaster.  

- Will there be a curriculum for this that lasts until June 2021? 

- Will the national daily school be ready to go live by 11 August in the event it is 
needed for local or national shutdowns? i.e. will it start "broadcasting" on 11 August 
and keep going all the way through until June 2021? 

- Has this project partnered with existing digital schools such as the National Oak 
Academy? The UK Government (and in a partnership with the Sunday Times) have 
directed parents in England to this resource for many months.  

- Is this project partnering with the BBC for its Bitesize content?  

- There is a second digital model already in existence, the £16million Inspire 
Learning platform in the Scottish Borders. Has this platform been brought together 
with e-Sgoil for this project? Link  

- To the slight horror of myself and other parents it seems as if e-Sgoil was in fact 
providing live lessons in English from May 2020 onwards. This was not promoted to 
parents across Scotland at a time we were really struggling with lack of contact from 
schools and teachers, and trying to work at home while homeschooling. Can Mr 
Swinney explain why this resource was not publicised? link - http://www.e-
sgoil.com/media/1282/e-sgoil-national-offering-timetable-revisions.pdf  
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